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ware is composed of a vitreous frit made opaque "by the
addition of calcareous or marly clay. Artificial glass,
composed of silicate of soda, or potash, and lead is used
as a glaze.

The celebrated Sevres porcelain is generally composed of
China clay and of a decomposed felspar rock, resembling the
clay of Cornwall and the Cornish stone. The proportions
of materials employed at the manufactories of S&vres for
ware which is to be glazed are thus given: Silica, 59;
alumina, 35*2; potash, 2*2 ; lime, 3'3 parts. The glaze is
made of solid felspar calcined, ground, and washed. The
kaolin is washed at the pit from which it is obtained, and
is sent in this condition to the factories of Sevres, where it
is again carefully washed to free it from coarser particles,
and finally passed through very fine sieves. To this pre-
pared clay the ground felspar rock is added in certain pro-
portions, and the mixture is then deprived of a chief part
of its water, after which it is set aside for many months in
damp cellars.

When required for use it is first dried- and pulverized,
and then slightly moistened; it is then placed on a fioor
and is trodden upon by a barefooted workman for a con-
siderable time. This operation is found to increase the
plasticity of the material. After this treatment it is
moistened and formed into lumps, when it is ready for the
potter's lathe. Being not so plastic as stoneware dough, it
requires considerable care in handling, which is supposed
to be one cause of the high price of porcelain as compared
with stoneware pottery.

The round plates and dishes are shaped on plaster moulds,
but sometimes the paste is laid on as a crust, and at others
it is turned into shape on the lathe. When a crust is